The Constitution of the South Carolina State Student Association

ARTICLE I – PURPOSE
To advance the quality of education in our state, promote the co-curricular interest and develop cooperation among member institutions of higher education, and serve as advocates of the students of higher education in South Carolina, we form the South Carolina State Student Association.

ARTICLE II – NAME

The name of this organization shall be the South Carolina State Student Association (SCSSA) hereafter referred to as ‘the Association.”

ARTICLE III – COMPOSITION
Section 1. Composition of the Association

Membership in the Association is open to any accredited dues-paying public student body within higher education in the State of South Carolina.  Joining the association under the declaration shall consist of a written statement from the appropriate student official (student body president equivalent) requesting membership.

Section 2. Equal opportunity in the Association
There shall be no discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, age, ethnic origin, or disability in the Association.  

Section 3. Fiscal Year
The fiscal year of the organization shall begin on the first day of July and end on the last day of the following June.

ARTICLE IV – BOARD OF PRESIDENTS

Section 1. Power

The Board of Presidents, comprised of a student body president (or equivalent) from  each respective member institution, shall conduct the business of the Association between meetings of the General Assembly.

Section 2. Authority

The Board of Presidents shall be given the authority of budgetary and personnel business, in addition to any other business they should bring before themselves.  All legislation to be presented before the General Assembly shall originate within the Board of Presidents.

Section 3. Officers

The Board of Presidents shall select one from within their own membership to serve as the Chairperson of this Board.  The Chairperson of the Board of Presidents shall lead all meetings of this Board.

Section 4. Proxy

Proxy policies shall be determined solely by the member institution that may wish to send such a proxy.  Proxies must hold official proxy letter signed by the respective student body president equivalent that is in absentia.

ARTICLE V – EXECUTIVE

Section 1. Executive Power

The executive power of the Association shall be vested in a Chairperson of the Association, assisted by a Vice Chairperson and a Secretary.

Section 2. Standing Committees
Standing committees may be formed by the General Assembly under recommendation of the Chairperson.  These standing committees shall remain standing through fiscal years until a time when the General Assembly deems otherwise.  Each committee shall be chaired by a chairperson elected by the General Assembly; each committee chairperson shall serve as an officer of the Association reporting to the Chairperson.

Section 3. Ad-hoc Committees

Ad-hoc committees may be formed by the Chairperson at any time and may also appoint the committee chairperson of this ad-hoc committee.  These committees shall serve at the pleasure of the Chairperson.

Section 4. Chairperson
The Chairperson shall also be the President of the Association and be the Association’s official spokesperson to the public and all governmental agencies and bodies.  They shall always strive to uphold the ideals and spirit of the Association’s purpose and policies.  The Chairperson shall also prepare an annual budget to present to the Board of Presidents and shall serve on this Board as an ex-officio member to represent the executive officers to this Board.  The Chairperson shall have such further powers and duties as may be prescribed by the bylaws of the Association.

Section 5. Vice-Chairperson
The Vice Chairperson shall assume the responsibilities of the Chairperson in their absence and shall assume the duty of Acting Chairperson should the presiding Chairperson resign or otherwise be removed from office.  The Vice Chairperson shall also be the Vice President of the Association and shall have such further duties as may be prescribed by the bylaws of the Association.

Section 6. Secretary
The Chairperson shall possess the authority to appoint a Secretary of the Association to maintain official records of the Association.
Section 7. Removal from Office
The General Assembly may remove from office any member of the executive officers for such misconduct as it may deem severe enough to warrant their removal, by resolution signed upon its introduction by at least one-fifth of the voting membership and adopted with the concurrence of at least two-thirds of the voting membership.  Punishment levied upon adoption of such a resolution shall not extend beyond removal from and disqualification to hold office under this Constitution.

ARTICLE VI – GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Section 1. Purpose and Composition
The General Assembly shall consist of each member institution’s student body president equivalent and representatives from such member institution for the purpose of electing executive officers of the Association and approving legislation.

Section 2. Presiding Authority

The Chairperson of the Association shall preside over and call all meetings of the General Assembly.

Section 3. Legislation
Legislation, previously introduced before the Board of Presidents, shall be appropriately approved following a two-thirds affirmative vote of the General Assembly.  Each member institution shall possess one vote.

Section 4. Journal

A Journal of activity of the General Assembly shall be maintained by the Secretary of the Association and shall include all activities and legislation of the General Assembly.

Section 5. Elections
Elections of executive officers by the General Assembly shall occur during the spring of each year, with such officers assuming office at the commencement of the following fiscal year and serve in such office during the remainder of such fiscal year.
ARTICLE VII – AMENDMENTS, RATIFICATION, AND RULES OF ORDER
Section 1. Constitutional Amendments
A three-fourths vote of the General Assembly shall be required for amending this Constitution.

Section 2. Bylaws of the Association
Bylaws shall be created and amended using a two-thirds vote of the General Assembly.

Section 3. Rules of Order
Except as modified by specific rules and regulations enacted by the General Assembly, Robert’s Rules of Order (latest edition) shall constitute the rules of parliamentary procedure applicable to all meetings of the General Assembly and its several committees and the Board of Presidents.

Section 4. Supersession
This Constitution shall supersede any and all previous Constitutions of the Association adopted by the General Assembly.

Section 5. Power of the Association

This Association is an independent body from the Trustees and administration of any institution, system of institutions, and the State of South Carolina.  Power of the Association lies in the bodies and officers outlined herein and shall at no time be removed by anyone other than the Association itself.

Section 6. Ratification
This Constitution shall be ratified upon signature of no less than three-fourths of student body president equivalents present at the time of introduction.

Authored by the Constitution Committee on October 23, 2004 and henceforth approved October 24, 2004, at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, South Carolina. Later edited October 2004 by Katie Schooler and Chris Manley.  Final draft published October 2004.
